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LEADER'S GONSULTATIVE CONMITTER .

77TH MEETIHG

3.30 p.m. . Wodnesdav, Let October, 1975
ig the Leader's Room at the House of Commons

AGENDA

1, Miontes of the 74th, 25th and 76th meetings.
2, Future Business.

3, Purty Conference, . — M(’L @-A,.“_

4, "The House of Lords and the Housing Finance Special
/ Provisions BL1l" = paper by Lord Carrington, 175003

ateached. Lovd St. Aldwyn will introduce this paper,
5, Werthern Ireland.

6. Any other business.

Gonservetive Resecarch Department, NP/l
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LEADER®S CONSUIQATIVE COMMILTEE

Mimites of the T7th Meeting held
at 3,30 p.n. on Wednesday,

let October 1975, in the ioader'a
Room mt the House of Commona.

Prasent: kre. Thatcher (In the Chair)

Sir Eeith Joseph, Lerd Haileham,

¥r. Whitelaw, Mr. Mawdling, Mr. Peyton,
My, Maude, Mr. Raipon, Mr. Fowler, .

Mr. Buchanan-fimith, Mr, Neave, Mr, BEdwards,
Mrs, Oppenheim, Mr. Jopling

¥r, Atkins

lord St. Aldwyn, Mr. Eayhoe,

Mr. Montgomery, Mr, Shelton, Mr. Patten,
M, Ridley, Mry Forman, Mr. FNicholson
(in attendance}

Apologiea: BSir Geeffrey Howe, Lord Carrington,
Mr. Prior, Mr. Heeeltine, Mr. Jenkin,
Hr. $%. Joan-Stevam

Proposed Business for the wegk 13-20th October

On Monday 13th October thera would be the first day of
the rema: stages of the Community Land Bill (Mr. Ruison,
¥r. Rosel team),

On Tuesday 14tk October there would be the final day of
the remaining stagss of the Community Lend Bill.

On Wednemday 15th October there would be the Lorda?
atendments to the Sex Diacriminatien Bill (Mr, Gilmour,
Mr. Alison), followed by motions on the Price Code Orders

Mra, aim, Mr, %) and a8 motlion on the Intumbenta
.;!asatgg’ﬁ of B::'neﬁcaa H!a.l’!m.

n U.‘hursdﬁ 16tk Ootober thers would be the Lords'
amgndments to the Trade Union and Iebour Relantions (Amendment)
B{11 (Mv, Hayhos, Mr. Brittan),

On Friday 17tk October there would be a debate on EEC

cultural metters = the Common Agricultural Folicy, the
Oroen Found Merkets, Wheat, Millk products and Fish (Mr. Jopling,
Mr, Scott-Hopkine),

On Monday 20th Ootober there would be a debate on the
report of the Finer Committee on one parent families {Commend
(¥Mr. Powler, Mr. Clarke), followed by the remaining
atages of the Inheritance (Provieion for Family and Dependants)
Bill (Mr. Awdry) and all stages of the Iron and Stesl
{Consolidation Messure) Bill (Mr. Awdry).

seses/ 2. Matters Apisine on Busizess
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tte) ) on Businesa

It was noted that the Govermment was praparing to
postpone the State Opening to 19th November e&o as to ensure
the passage of the Community Iand Bill. It was agreed that
in view of the addition of peveral new clasuses 4o this Bill,
we should protest at baving to take it on 13th Ooctober, and
seek to postpone conmideration for as long a8 possible.

It wee agreed that there should be a thres line whip on the
sscond day of the Community Iand Bill, and that a decimion
would be faken op the whip for the first day when the
Government's new clauses had been examined: we should not
wish to put the Party on & three line whip if there were not
likely to be any eignificant voies. There would ba a three
line whip to support all the Lords' amendments to the Trade
Union and lsbour Relations (Amendmenta) Bill.

It wae noted that shere would be a Supply Day o
d?ghtnctnher, and Mpmbers wete acked %0 consider su‘hjee‘ta for
ebave.

Lonf. S

It was noted that the two balloted motions were on
freedom of the individwal, to which Mr. Gilmour would reply,
and on EEC and overseas affairs, to which Mr, Maudling would
reply, while Mr. Younger would reply %o the Defence Debats.

There was & digeussion on the note we woul@® wish to
:tri'.kseghrou.;hnut tha Party Conference. The points made
nelu: 1

{a) We ehould consiantly relate the growing breakdown of
the economy and the socisl services and the strains an mociety
to Scciallsm and the record of ithe present Government,

{b) We should not be apalogetic mbout our past record, but
we should cencentrate on showing how Conservative prinoiples
would enable us to teckle the problems of the future.

(¢} We should ensure that our policies mppealed te mederate
trade unioniste who would become increamingly disillusioned
with the Iabour Government.

Cn the gqueation of mzpplamentsry bensfita to etrikers
families, it was agreed that ¥r. Fowler would work out & form
of werde for hie reply to the debate, in callaboration with
Mr, Prior and Mr, Hpyhoe.

Thers wag a dieouesion on whether or not we shoudd repeat
the October Manifesto pledge that, if slected, we would set
up & Speslter'a Conference on electoral reform. I wap agreed
thet in hip reply te¢ the Conference Debate Mr. Mauds should
say that the Oovernment had undertaken to set up & Spesker's
Conference and we would go aleng with thim decisicn; if it
proved ebmolutely necessary, he could ge further and refer to
the last Manifesto.

esssn/ It was noted
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It mes noted that Lord Thorneyeroft would explain to
the Conference that the Party faced a considerabls deficit,
and that constituencies would have to increase their income

-and their contributionas tn the centre. Hefarence was made

te the remarkably poor performance of certain constituencies
1y meeting their quota, and how thie wes angering those cone

.stituencies which were more successful.,

It was mgroed that Gefore, during and after the Confersnce
Nettbers of the ICC should reject requests to appear in broad—
cagt discussien progreumes with other members of the
in which & sharp difference of opinion about policy might
eppear to emerge.

The House of Tords end the Housing ¥inance {Special Provisions)

Iord Feilsham explained bis view thet the Jords ahould
ingist on their emendments to the Bill, referring to the argu-
pents for this course of action sst out in Iord Carringten's
paper (ILC/75/83.  Lord St, Addwyn then put the cuse ageinst
insisting on the amendments, referring to the arguoents in
the paper, and to the conclumion which he and Lord Carrington
kad reached, that or balance it would be best not to Press
the issue furthsr,

/ There was a discussion.  Ameng the poinis raised Wers
the following: it was disgraceful thas rate payers should be
penalised to exonerate lebour's law breakers; even if tae
‘Government got their way, the names of the councillors who
had broken the law and placed larger burdens on their rate
payera would be publiciped in the District Auditor's report;
it might be possible to obtain support in the press, for
exemple from Bermard Levin, for the Lords insisting on the
emendmexnta; 1t was possiblie that some Liberals and crosge
benchers might vote with us if we pressed the amendmente, but
e the cther hend a few might conceivebly press the matter %o
8 divis!icn if we chose not to do so.

It'was agreed that when Iord Carringbon and Lord St. Aldwyn
met the Irdependent Unionist Peers on l4th Qctober, they would
consult with {hem without putting too strongly the case against
insieting on the amendments and try to sxrive at & comsensus
which would minimise the chances of s divided vote, and the
progpect, for example, of Conservative Feers defeating the
Goverrment against the asdvice of their official lemders.

Iord Carrington would report on this discussion te the ICC -

‘on 15th October. :

. Mr, Neave reported on the situstion following the recent
Bectarien violence, Thére was a discussion, in which
Mr, Weave's proposed lihe was agreed: we should continue .
suppert for the bi-partisan agreement, and for kesping the

-constitutional convention together-after 8th Novembor 1if

necedgary, but we should, whers.necessary, criticise the .
Government for neglecting security, bearing in mind that hd

, A s veess/ Tabourts suppart
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Labourts support for the bi-partisan policy hed not prevembed
them from criticleing us in Government on g mumber of matters,

6., Polioy Group

8ir EKaith Josepk said that it was proposed that the
Policy Sub-Committee of the LCC should meet every month or
s8¢ over lunch to diacuss with the eppropriete Policy Group
Cheirmen,

The meeting closed at 6 p.m.
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