TRANSLATION OF THE LETTER OF HIS HIGHNESS THE AMIR, SHAIKH
KHALIFA BIN HAMAD AL THANI, TO H.E. THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM, THE RIGHT HONOURABLE MRS MARGARET THATCHER, MP.

I am indebted to Your Excellency for Your Excellency's
message dated 19 January 1981. I am most grateful to you for
taking the trouble to write to me about the extremely important
matters with which you dealt in your letter.

Te First of all, I welcome most warmly your proposal to visit
our country in the course of this year - at any time suitable for
us both. I know that this visit will contribute effectively to the
strengthening of the ties of friendship and co-operation between our
two countries, for the benefit of both our peoples. It will,
moreover, provide a good opportunity for us to exchange views
directly on the questions which concern us jointly. At the same
time, it will give us the occassion to resume and expand the
discussion which we had at our meeting in London in September last
year. ©Since that meeting, the Middle East has experienced major
developments which render another such direct discussion not

only useful but necessary.

I am also glad that Mr John Nott, having succeeded Mr Francis
Pym, will be able to make the visit agreed by our Heir Apparent

Shaikh Hamad, at a mutually convenient time.

2 e At present, matters are developing in this region in such a

way as to arouse concern not only among the states of the area,




but also among all peaceloving states of the World, Such
developments may well exacerbate the tension now affecting this
area, and thus greatly threaten not only regional, but also
international peace and security. I fully understand that Your
Excellency's message should deal with the agreement which Mr
Brezhnev proposed in his speech to the Indian Parliament on 10
December 1980, in order to put an end to the serious tension to
which I refer. In our forthcoming meeting I should like to explain
my views on this matter in detail, and my interest in commenting
on the contents of your letter. Until then, may I mention - in
summary - that in my view there are two essential facts on which I
do not foresee any disagreement. First: that security in the whole
area 1s entirely indivisible, If it is disturbed in any one part

of it, this will afford a pretext for disrupting it in other parts.
Secondly: the maintenance of security in the area is a matter of
abiding by the principles, and respecting the values and objectives,
to which we are pledged by virtue of our obligations under interna-
tional law, and the UN Charter. These require+ that all concerned
should refrain from interfering in the affairs of the states of the

area, and, a fortiori, refrain from aggression on their sovereignty,

or the sanctity of their territories, or the rights of their peoples.
These also require all concerned not to disregard such aggression

or 1incite 1it.

On this basis, it is mandatory on all to refrain from aggress-

ion and abide by those obligations as they apply to all the states

of the area and their peoples - without discrimination. Any such




discrimination - entirely unjustifiable - would brand its propo-

nents, before world opinion, as lacking in objectivity and

fairness.

Accordingly, whatever opinions may be entertained about the
content, the motives and the objectives of the Soviet proposal
under discussion, it méy'be beneficial - 1in my view - to find a
way to discuss it, so as to open up the debate on security
generally in the region. The aim would be to seek a solution to
the crisis affecting its security as we: all want , in such a way
as to realise our common objectives of strengthening peace and
security in the area. We should also be able to avert tle horrifying
dangers threatening the region as long as equitable and complete

remedies are lacking for its causes. This should enable us to defuse

its capacity to explode at any time,

In reality, how could we, in discussing the maintenance of
security in the region, properly approve of proposals designed to
prevent foreign interference in the affairs of the Gulf States, and
yet disregard the flagrant aggression of Afghanistan? And on this

subject, how could we, from another aspect, properly be concerned

to remedy the situation in Afghanistan, and yet ignore the cause

of Palestine; although the aggression in the second case was much
uglier than in the first, and constituted a more flagrant violation

of all principles, a worse disregard of all values?

I fully understand the many'and'diverse difficulties which
militate against the effective application of the approach I have




suggested. This is, I think, due to the great complexity of the
problems stirred up by developments in our area: so much so, as to
make it a most dangerous focal point of tension in international
relations. But despite all these difficulties, I do not think I
have been unduly theoretical in reaching my view, since I believe
that whatever the circumstances of a situation, it is certain that
in the final analysis, nothing will hold good except the truth;

and facts, principles and values will finally prevail always, and

in all spheres.

e I have no need to add that we, and our sister Arab States

of the Gulf, are entirely agreed that one of the best means of
maintaining security and stability in our area, and preventing

it from becoming the scene of a super-power confrontation, is to
work for the development of our countries in all fields, to the
best of our abilities. We are, similarly, entirely in accord that
we can best develop our own common internal strength in pursuit of
that objective, by creating the necessary mechanism to co-ordinate
our co-operation and solidarity. I am glad to say that we took the
first practical step in that direction when we agreed - as you

know = to set up " The Council for Co-operation between the Arab

States of the Gulf " .

o, As regards co-operation between our two countries, may I
thank Her Majesty's Government for all the valuable assistance it
has provided and is providing to our country in the fields of

defence and security, by way of training and equipping our armed

forces. I hope that continuing contacts between those responsible




for these matters in each country will strengthen our co-ope-

ration in this respect.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurance of my

highest esteem and consideration.

Doha, 7 February 1987
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