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. PRESIDENT, DEAR FRIENDS,

IT wAs WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT ACCEPTED THE INVITATION TO ADDRESS
ConGRESS TO-DAY, EUROPE 1S AGAIN ON THE MOVE, THIS 1S CONF IRMED BY: -

= YouR ReporT “1992: Maximizing THE Beneeirs - MiNiMizING THE CosTs”

= AND THE WIDE INTEREST IN THE TOPIC, EVIDENT FROM THE LARGE MUMBER OF
. : v

MOTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN PUT FORWARD:
[ Look ForRWARD TO HEARING THE DEBATE THAT FOLLOWS,

EUROPE MATTERS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE oF us.
As YOUR GENERAL SECRETARY - SAYS THINGS HAVE CHANGED, ' THERE WILL BE MORE
CHANGE,  AS YOUR EXCELLENT REPORT DEMONSTRATES, Me ARE LMNG THROUGH A
PEACEFUL REVOLUTION IN WHICH WE MUST ALL PARTICIPATE, We must AL ApapT,
THIS 1S WHY THE CHALLENGE oF 1997 |s NOW BEING TAKEN UP BY TRADES UNIONS

ACROSS EUroOPE, THE Comitssion WILL RESPOND,

A



Main THEMES

To-DAY I WISH TO CONCENTRATE ON FOUR MAIN THEMES: -

FIRST, THERE 1S A GREAT CHALLENGE BEFORE US. THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF

COMPLETING THE INTERNAL MARKET By 1992 ARE VERY LARGE. BuT WE MUST. AS
YOUR REPORT SAYS, MAXIMISE THESE BENEFITS WHILE MINIMISING THE COSTS.
We MUST ALSO PRESERVE, AMD ENHANCE THE UNIQUELY EUROPEAN MODEL OF

SOCIETY,

SECOND, _ WE MUST AGAIN BECOME MASTERS -OF OUR DESTINY. IT is oy BY

RELYING ON OUR OWN STREN-GTHS _THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO RESIST ADVERSE

EXTERNAL PRESSURES.

1

[

THIRD, CLOSE CO-OPERATION: AND SOL IDARITY AS WELL AS COMPETITION ARE THE

CONDITIONS FOR OUR COMMON SUCCESS,

FOURTH, THE SOCIAL DIMENSEON IS A VITAL ELEMENT, YOUR REPORT SHOWS THAT

YOU ARE READY TO BE INVOLVED,

Tue CHALLENGE

YOUR ORGANISATION HAS PLAYED A PIONEERING ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF THE
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT, [T HAS SERVED AS A MODEL - FOR OTHER TRADE UNIONS
IN NEIGHBOURING EUROPEAN COUNTRIES IN THEIR FIGHT FOR THE RlGﬁTS OF
HORKERS AND FOR THE PEFENCE OF THEIR DIGNITY., THIS HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENT
HELPED TO FORGE IN EUROPE A NEW MODEL FOR SOCIETY. A MODEL BASED ON A

 SKILFUL BALANCE BETWEEN SOCIETY. AND THE INDIVIDUAL . THIS MODEL- VARIES

b
-



FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY, Burt THROUGHOUT EUROPE WE ENCOUNTER SIMILAR
MECHANISMS OF SOCIAL SOLIDARITY, OF PROTECTION OF THE WEAKEST, AND OF

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING,

THIS MODEL WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THREE DECADES OF EXPANSION FOLLOWING THE
SECOND WorLD WAR. IN RECENT YEARS IT HaS BEEN- THREATENED BY ADVERSE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS, SOME OF WHICH HAVE AN EXTERNAL ORIGIN, EUROPE
_HAS GROWN INCREASINGLY VULNERABLE. WE MUST NOW RELY ON OUR OWN FORCES,

THE GLOBALISATION OF MARKETS AND MEW TECHNOLOGIES AFFECT OUR
PERCEPTIONS AND OUR WAY OF LIFE, AL THOSE CONCERNED WITH THE
ORGANISATION OF OUR SOCIETY MUST ADAPT. THIS OF COURSE INCLUDES THE

Trape Untons of Furope,

THE COUNTRIES OF EUROPE ARE RESPONDING T0 THE CHALLENGE IN MORE OR LESS
THE SAME WAY, THEY HAVE REJECTED DRASTIC REDUCTIONS IN WAGES AND LEVELS
OF SOCIAL PROTECTION, THEY HAVE SOUGHT TO ADAPT TO THE NEW WORLD
SITUATION THROUGH ‘AN INCREASE IN PRODUCTIVITY, THEY HAVE SUCCEEDED IN

PART, BUT AT THE PRICE OF MASSIVE UNEMPLOYMENT,

UNeMPLOYMENT 1S OUR MAUOR CHALLENG_E. [T 1S PARTICULARLY YOUNG PEOPLE
AND THE DISADVANTAGED WHO ARE SUFFERING, A NMBER OF POLICIES HAVE BEEN
TRIED, * THERE HAVE BEEN SOME SUCCESSES: BUT THE PROBLEM IS FAR FROM
BEING SOLVED. THE POLICIES TRIED HAVE NOT BEEN ATEQUATE,



2. MasterING oUR DeEsTiny

IT 1S ESSENTIAL TO STRENGTHEN OUR CONTROL OF OUR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL

DEVELOPMENT, OF OUR TECHNOLOGY, AND OF OUR MONETARY CAPACITY, WE musT

RELY ON OUR OWN RESOURCES, AND PRESERVE OUR FUROPEAN IDENTITY. WE MUST.
POOL OUR RESOURCES. IN KEEPING WITH Tng SPIRIT., THERE MUST BE FULL AND
BROAD _CONSULfATION WITH THOSE INVOLVED IN. THE PRODUCTION OF WEALTH.
SINCE WE ARE ALL. CLOSELY DEPENDENT UPON EACH OTHERo OUR FUTURES ARE

_ E
LINKED. JOINTLY, WE CAN ENJOY THE ADVANTAGES TO BE DRIVED FROM THIS

SITUATION,

IT 1S MNECESSARY TO GIVE A BROADER FRAMEWORK TO THIS CO-OPERATIVE

ACTION, 1992 poES THIS.

THE -GOVERNMENTS AWD PARLIAMENTS OF THE TWELVE MEMBER STATES HAVE

SOLEMNLY COMMITTED THEMSELVES THROUGH THE SINGLE EUROPEAN AcT TO SUcH A
FRAMEWORK.,  EUROPEAN UNIONS AND EMPLOYERS HAVE ALSO APPROVED THE

‘OBJECTIVE OF A TRUHLY COMMON MARKET, WITH THEIR OWN CONDITIONS. THIS

SHARED OBJECTIVE CALLS FOR A CONCRETE AND PRODUCTIVE SOCIAL DIALOGUE AT

THE EUrOPEAN LEVEL. THAT IS THE REASON THAT | INVITED THOSE CONCERNED

TO RELAUNCH TH!S DIALOGUE IN January 1985,

MAY OF THE MAJOR DECISIONS NECESSARY FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE
INTERNAL MARKET HAVE ALREADY BEEN TAKEN OR ARE IN THE PIPE-LINE, . AS
E_XPLA.INED d__EARLY IN YOUR REPORT, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT AT
THE European CounciL IN HANOVER IN JUNE AGREED THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF

THE 1992 PROGRAME HAS BECOME AN IRREVERSIBLE PROCESS,



‘YOUR REPORT RIGHILY POINTS OUT THAT THERE WILL BE FAR-REACHING
CONSEQUENCES FOR [INDUSTRY AND THE ECONOMY. THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS ARE

ENORMOUS. REALISING THAT POTENTIAL DEPENDS ON ALL OF US.

THERE ARE A MUMBER OF WAYS OF REACTING 0 1992

FIRST, THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE SCEPTICAL. THEY DOUBT THAT THE
POTENTIAL BENEFITS ARE LARGE. THEY ALSO FEAR THAT INCREASED
COMPETITION WILL ONY PUT AT RISK OUR SOCIAL ACHIEVEMENTS. THESE
PEOPLE ARE ALREADY POINTING AN ACCUSING FINGER AT THE SINGLE

MARKET, AND HLAMING IT FOR ALL DIFFICULTIES,

SECOND, THERE ARE THE ENTHUSIASTS. THEY SEE THE COMPLETION OF THE
INTERMAL MARKET AS THE ANSWER T0 ALL THEIR PROBLEMS. THEY MAINTAIN
THAT IT. ALONE AND UNAIDED, WILL RESULT IN THE CONVERGENCE OF
ECONOMIC PCLICIES, THE CREATION OF MILLIONS OF JOBS, AND

SPECTACULAR GROWTH,

THIRD, THERE ARE THE ARCHITECTS. [ A4 iN THIS CAMPt AND [ HOPE THAT
YOU WILL JOIN IT, YOUR REPORT GIVES ME COMFIDENCE THAT YOU WILL DO
50, FEMBERSHIP OF THE CAMP REQUIRES CONSTANT EFFORT AND

IMAGINATION,  WITHOUT THESE, THE REALITY WILL NOT CORRESPOND TO THE

DREAM,

Al
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(o-OPERATION —~ SOLIDARITY

THE EuropeaN COMMAUNITY WILL BE CHARACTERISED BY CO-OPERATION AS WELL AS
COMPETITION, [T WILL ENCOURAGE INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE AS WELL AS
SOLIDARITY, IF THESE CHARACTERISTICS ARE NOT PRESENT, THE GOALS WILL

P

NOT BE ACHIEVED,

A LARGE MARKET oF 320" MILLION WILL INCREASE COMPETITION, IT WILL
BENEFIT THE CONSUMER. AND ALLOW EUROPEAN INDUSTRY .TO COMPETE ON A
WORLD-SCALE. [T WILL CREATE NEW JOB OPPORTUNITES AND CONTRIBUTE TO A
BETTER STANDARD OF LIVING. THESE BENEFITS WILL OMLY BE FULLY ACHIEVED
WITH INCREASED CO-OPERATIGN, AND THEY MUST BE SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE

Commiry,

IT WAS BY NO MEANS A FOREGONE CONCLUSION THAT THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE 12

MEMBER STATES WOULD REACH: THE- AGREEMENT THAT THEY CONCLUDED IN BRUSSELS
IN FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR. THE MEASURES AGREED WILL INCREASE THE
SOLIDARITY oF THE ComMuniry, Between now anp 1997 asour 40 BILL 1ON

POUNDS WILL BE DEVOTED BY THE TO THE FOLLOWING FIVE OBJECTIVES: -
~  THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BACKWARD REGIONS OF THE COMMUNITY:

= THE RESTRUCTURING OF REGIONS I[N INDUSTRIAL DECLINE}



= THE FIGHT AGAINST LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT:
~ . THE PROVISION OF JOBS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE:
= RURAL DEVELOPMENT,

You wiLL mT[CE THAT MOST OF THESE OBJECTIVES CONCERN ALL f"EMBER

STATES. - SOME HAVE EXPRESSED A FEAR THAT THE NorTH/SouTH PROBLEMS OF.A . ..

NATION LIKE THE Unitep KinepoM would Be I\EGLECTED AT THE Comumrv
LEVEL. THIS IS NOT THE CASE, AS THE LIST OF OBJECTIVES CLEARLY suows.

WITH THESE ACCOPFANY[NG P(I.[CIES AND WITH AN !NCREASE c0- OPERATION IN

AREAS LIKE TECHNOLOGY AND THE Envmmmm, 1992 wiL NOT on_v BE A
FACTOR commsurme TO ADDITIONAL GRoer AND EMPLOYMENT: BUT IT WILL
N_SO BE POSSIBLE 10 ENSURE THAT THE -ADVANTAGES OF THE 'SINGLE MARKET

SPREAD TO ALL REGIONS.

THE_ Social DiMens1oN

UUR EUROPE ALSO NEEDS CLEAR RULES AND RESPECT FOR THE LAN, WHILE WE ARE
TRYING 1o POOL OLR EFFORTS: IT WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE FOR UNFAIR
PRACTICES TO DlSTORT THE INTERPLAY OF ECONOM[C FORCES, IT wouLD Be
UNAC(EPTABLE FOR EUROPE TO BECOME A SOURCE OF SOCIAL REGRESSION, WHILE

_ WE ARE 'IRYING TO RED]SCOVER TOGETHER THE ROAD 7O PROSPERITY AND

EMPLOYPE NT '

THE EUROPEAN COMMAISSION HAS SUGGESTED THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES ON WHICH
TO BASE THE LEFINITION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE RULES: i

-

.r



First, MEASURES ADOPTED .TO COMPLETE ‘THE LARGE MARKET SHOULD NOT
DIMINISH THE LEVEL OF SOCIAL PROTECTION ALREADY ACHIEVED IN THE

MemBerR STATES,

SeconD,  THE INTERMAL MARKET SHOULD BE DESIGNED TO BENEFIT EACH AND
EVERY CITIZEN O THE COMMAUNITY. [T IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO
IMPROVE WORKERS' LIVING AND WORKING CONDITIONS, AND TO PROVIDE

BETTER PROTECTION FOR THEIR HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK..

THIRD, THE MEASURES TO BE TAKEN WILL CONCERN THE AREA OF COLLECTIVE

BARGAINING AND LEGISLATION,

Now WE HAVE T0 MAKE CONCRETE PROGRESS, FOR THIS WE NEED THE

CONTRIBUTION OF THE ARCHITECTS_. In May LAST YEAR, WHEN ADDRESSING THE
FuroreaN TRADE Unton CoNGRESS. [ MADE THREE PROPOSALS, WHICH WERE
DESIGMED TO CLEARLY SHOW. THE SOCIAL DIMENSION OF THE EuropeaN

CONSTRUCTION, YOU HAVE NOTED THESE IN YOUR REPORT. THEY ARE:-~

- THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLATFORM OF GUARANTEED SOCIAL RIGHTS.,
CONTAINING GENERAL PRINCIPLES. SUCH AS EVERY WORKER'S RIGHT TO BE
COVERED BY A COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT, AND MORE SPECIFIC MEASURES

CONCERNING, FOR EXAMPLE, THE STATUS OF TEMPORARY WORK:

- THE CREATION oF A StAaTUTE FOR EUROPEAN (OMPANIES, WHICH WOULD
INCLUDE THE PARTICIPATION OF WORKERS OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES.
THOSE CONCERNED COULD OPT. ON THE BASIS OF THEIR TRADITIONS AND

WISHES, BETWEEN THREE FORMULAE;



_lU_

= THE EXTENSION TO ALL WORKERS OF THE RIGHT TO LIFE-LONG EDUCATION,
THIS WOULD BE DONE ON THE BASIS OF EXISTING PROVISIONS, AND AFTER A

FULL CONSULTATION OF UNIONS AND MANAGEMENT,

THESE INITIA. PROPOSALS SHOULD BE STUDIED AND DISCUSSED, . OTHER
SUGGESTIONS FROM BOTH SIDES OF INDUSTRY ARE WELCOME. IN MY OPINION
SOCIAL DIALOGUE AND COLLECT]VE BARGAINING ARE ESSENTIAL PILLARS OF OUR

_ RO LA L
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY ANDEBI¥AL PROGRESS,

DEAR FRIENDS,

EUROPE MUST REASSERT ITSELF. THE WORLD IS LOOKING AT US. IT r's WATCHING
YOU. THE BRITISH: IT IS WATCHING THE Geéms, THE FRENCH, THE [TALIANS
AND ALL THE OTHERS. [T IS WONDERING HOW THESE NATIONS, WHICH HAVE
FOUGHT EACH OTHER OVER THE CENTURIES, HAVE MANAGED Tb RISE UP AGAIN

WHEN SO MUCH WAS POINTING TO THEIR DECLINE,

THE  answer Is THAT EuroPE s REAFF IRMING 1TSELF BY MANAGING TS

DIVERSITY, YU, DEAR FRIENDS, WILL REMAIN BRITISH, MORE PRECISELY SOME,
LIKE YU PRESIDENT WILL REMAIN WELSH:  OTHERS WILL REMAIN ScoTTISH,
Ir1sH OR ENGLISH, AND [ AM NOT FORGETTING THE OTHERS. You MR BREIT WILL
REMAIN GERMAN. WE WILL ALL MAINTAIN OUR INDIVIDUAL WAYS GF LIFE, AND
OUR VALUED TRADITIONS. THANKS TO CO-OPERATION AND SOLIDARITY BETWEEN
EUROPEANS, WE WILL SUCCEED IN PRESERVING OUR IDENTITY AND OUR CULTURE.
THROUGH: THE RICHNESS OF OUR DIVERSITY AND OUR TALENTS. WE WILL INCREASE

OUR CAPACITY FOR DECISION AND ACTION,



_il_

[ DID NOT COME HERE WITH A MIRACLE CURE, WITH PROMISES OF MILLIONS OF
JOBS, AND GENERAL PROSPERITY. THERE ARE NO EASY SOLUTIONS, THIS WORLD
IS HARSH, AND RAPIDLY CHANGING, PROPERLY MANAGED, 1992 CAN HELP US TO
ADAPT,  TO. MEET THE CHALLENGES AMD REAP THE BENEFITS, [T wilL
- RE-INVIGOURATE OUR EUROPEAN MODEL OF DEVELOPMENT, 1992 1S MUCH MORE
THAN THE CR;EATION OF AN. INTERNAL MARKET Ar;ousnme BARRIERS TO THE FREE
MOVEMENT OF, GOODS, SERVICES AND INVESTMENT, TO CAPTURE THE POTENTIAL

GAINS, IT 1S NECESSARY T0 WORK TOGETHER,





